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THE BEST MEDICINE
Near the end of his life,
Protestant reformer Mar n Luther suﬀered debilita ng headaches. When told about a costly
medicine that might oﬀer some
relief, Luther smiled and said,
“My best prescrip on for head
and heart is that ‘God so loved
the world, that he gave his only
bego$en Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlas ng life.’”
That Bible verse became a refrain for Luther on his deathbed.

“What Spartan saying can be
compared with this wonderful
brevity,”
he
said of John
3:16. “It is the
Bible itself!”
ADer
repea ng
the
words of that
Gospel-in-a-nutshell verse three
mes in La n, Luther exclaimed,
“They are the best prescrip on
for headaches and heartaches!”

Important Dates


Oct 1st - Session
Meeting, 5 p.m., FH



Oct 4th - World
Communion Sunday;
Peace & Global Witness
Special Offering



Oct 5th – Mission
Meeting 11 a.m.

A SINGULAR FOCUS
When we try to focus on too many things at once, some mes we end up doing nothing well. During a visit to their
house (see Luke 10:38-42), Jesus tells Martha that only one thing is needed and that Mary has chosen rightly.
Surely Jesus doesn’t mean that quiet devo on is needed while serving others is not. But when we let ourselves get
“worried and distracted by many things,” we may lose sight of the one crucial thing: love.
St. Francis is credited with the following quote: “God came to my house and asked for charity. And I fell on my
knees and cried, ‘Beloved, what may I give?’ ‘Just love,’ God said. ‘Just love.’”
And in Gala ans 5:6 (NRSV), St. Paul writes, “For in Christ Jesus … the only thing that counts is faith working
through love.” Amid all the worthy pursuits that ﬁll your days, remember to choose rightly — by choosing love.

May we consider connec ng through cards
and le$ers, using US
Postal Service? Wrap
and deliver no packages
his year? We could
make it our focus to
pray for one another on a deper, more sister
speciﬁc level. I encourage you to share your
ideas by wri ng them
on your S.S. Ques onnaire or by calling or
tex ng me at 832-5415967.

Ice Cream Party took
ques onnaires to ﬁll
out.
There
is
a
burgundy and ﬂoral
folder on the Secret
Sisters shelf in the
narthex where I collect
them. More forms are
in that folder for your
use. Take and complete
the ques onnaire, fold
in half and slip into
folder’s leD pocket. Or,
mail it to: Jamie Nixon,
202
Rainbow
Dr.
#10268, Livingston, TX
77399. I’d be happy to
mail you a form. Phone
number is above.

Some of you who
a$ended the Revela on

Jamie Nixon,
Secret Keeper

Secret Sisters
Shall we keep Secret
Sisters going? I hope so.
There is a lot of comfort
in knowing that someone is thinking of me,
praying for me. I’ve also
found that taking my
mind oﬀ my own needs
and praying for a secret
sister made me feel
be$er.
If COVID-19 and other
factors make going to
church or shopping/
making a sister giD &
delivering it just too
much hassle - let’s look
at keeping this SIMPLE.

There Once was a Man
By Tommy Fluker
There once was a man, paused at death's door
Who said, get me thru this Lord, and I’ll come back
once more
Everything’s gone great for me, that is, up un l
now
I’ll be back in your house Lord, and that’s my vow
There once was a man, who meant what he said
You’ve answered my prayers, or I’d surely be dead
I’ll be back in your house Lord, just you wait and
see
It’s so good to know Lord, you’re always there for
me
There once was a man, though given back his life
Lived just as he had before and blamed it all on
strife
I’ll be back in your house Lord, don’t give up on me
Though I can’t say for sure, just when that will be
There once was a man, who watched the years roll
by
Who ﬁnally kept his vow, Lord, and that man was I
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Special Offering:
Peace and Global Witness
October 4, 2020
First Presbyterian Church in the past has
generously supported the four (PC)USA Special
Oﬀerings, but due to COVID, we have not
par cipated in the One Great Hour of Sharing or
the Pentecost Oﬀering. Your Mission Commi$ee
would like us to be part of the Peace and Joy
GiD Special Oﬀerings (October 4 and December
20), thus this le$er.
This year’s theme is “May the God of Peace give
you peace at all mes in all ways” (2
Thessalonians 3:16) as we have all faced
discord, anxiety, health and ﬁnancial concerns,
perhaps even fear in 2020. We must embrace
God’s reconciling love for all of us, and one way
is to be ac ve peacemakers in our own
communi es.
GiDs this year help fund educa onal assistance
for our veterans, support the works of those in
missions around the world, and will help
provide assistance to local, Presbytery/Synod
and interna onal peace and witness eﬀorts.


25% of oﬀerings remain local and will be
sent to the Revival Food Pantry



25% will be sent to our Presbytery and
synod



50% goes to the Presbyterian Mission
Agency

A grateful “thank you” to those who have taken,
ﬁlled, and wrapped a shoebox (or two) for the
Port of Houston seamen. While the Seamen’s
Center accepts boxes year-round, our goal is to
deliver them for use by our Presbyterian
chaplains in early December, so the more ﬁlled
the more happy seamen.
Your Mission commi$ee (next year’s Outreach
Commi$ee) met on Sept. 15th and worked on
the 2021 budget which will include discipleship,
evangelism, con nued organiza onal support
and possibly some special service projects.
Some of these may not have budgets such as
Special Oﬀerings via (PC)USA, but input and
par cipa on from you is always appreciated.
We are all working in a transi on period so God
will give us guidance and hopefully a vision for
the future. The October mee ng is set for the
5th at 11 a.m., in FH, and anyone may a$end.
We con nue to collect non-perishable food
items for the Center of Hope, along with craD
items for the Alabama-Cousha$a Head Start
program, and eyeglasses for Lions Interna onal.
KFCE and the Revival Food Pantry are both up
and serving the greater Onalaska community.
Bonnie Laverty is our link to KFCE and she loves
ﬁnding new shoes etc. in the Narthex. Revival in
August served 217 families and 418 individuals.
Please check the Narthex bulle n board for
recent le$ers and notes from various
organiza ons you help support.
Chuck Davidson, Mission Chair

Please consider wri ng a check to “First
Presbyterian” and insert “Peace” in the note
space. Dona ons may be made all of October.
On your own or with family and friends, may
you with God’s help strive to ﬁnd peace within,
in your rela onships, in your community and in
all of your social interac ons.
Chuck Davidson, Mission Chair
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Tommy & Joan Fluker, 10/05



Tommy Fluker, 10/01



Ann Wilkins, 10/05



Paul Laverty, 10/08



Gavyn Heredia, 10/13



Barbara Neal, 10/13



Jim Meyer, 10/15



Sean Sessums, 10/26



Pam Stoops, 10/29

Website:
www.fpclivingston.com

“One can never consent to creep when one feels an impulse to soar.”
—Helen Keller
***
“Faith consists in believing what reason cannot.”
—Voltaire
***
“Start by doing what’s necessary; then do what’s possible; and
suddenly you’re doing the impossible.”
—Unknown
***
“Nothing [is] more truly ar s c than to love people.”
—Vincent Van Gogh

Email:
fpc@fpclivingston.com
Phone: (936) 327-8381
Fax: (936) 327-4719

Our Worship Schedule
Sundays - 10:00 a.m.
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